The Clarke family of Shotley
By Anne Berry

Frederick Arthur Clarke
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Born on 16th September 1899 at 10.30pm 
(One of twins) in Battery cottages Shotley 
to Ethelbert and Ellen Clarke nee Whinney 
7th or 8th of eleven children 

He went to Shotley primary school 

He was in the Suffolk regiment with his twin Albert

In 1925 he took over his father’s smallholding and pigs at Shotley gate

In 1933 he was registered as a boot and shoe repairer.

He was in the home guard with his brother Ethelbert during the Second World War.
He also worked in Ganges and when he retired on 6th July 1966 he was working in the telephone exchange at Ganges
When he was younger he played football for the Shotley swifts playing in goal and later on was in the Shotley Rose bowls team and won many cups

On 1st January 1927 aged 27 he married Ivy Emily Tyler also of Shotley at Shotley church. 
The had one daughter-



Edina 24th July 1931

They celebrated their silver and golden wedding anniversary

He had some small st[image: image55.jpg]. ST.MARGARETS PLAIN
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rokes during the late 70’s and after Ivy had a heart attack they moved into a bungalow in Chel[image: image56.jpg]


mondiston near their daughter on 2nd June 1980
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He died in Tattingstone hospital after more strokes on 5th August 1983 and his ashes are in Shotley churchyard.
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A young Fred


Wedding day 1st Jan 1927            Ivy and Fred’s 









      Golden wedding 
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Frederick’s birth certificate
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The Suffolk regiment with the Clarke twins back row 4th from the right and 4th from the left
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Fred 
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Fred in uniform
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Frederick and Albert
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Frederick and Albert on their 80th birthday September 1979
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Fred in uniform
[image: image12.jpg]



Fred
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Fred back left
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Ivy and Fred in their garden in Shotley Gate
[image: image15.jpg]



Fred, Edina and Ivy Clarke c1950
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Fred in his home guard uniform in his back garden.
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 Fred with his Grandaughter Anne c1978
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Frederick, Albert, Maud and Jack Clarke c1912
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Name

‘ Where Serving

Appointment,

Date

Promotion, Ete. and Remarks

Clarke, Mr. F.A.

do.

Telephone Operator
(with Supervisory
Allowance)

Teléphone Operator

HMS GANGES

do.

Telephone Operator 15 September

1964

To be retained in an established
capacity beyond 16 September 1964
subject to health and efficiency

remaining satisfactory.
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HM.S. GANGES,
Shotley Gate,
Ipswich,

Suffolk.

Shotley 244.

10th July, 1963

Dear Mr Clarke,

Before leaving Ganges I felt that I must
thank both yourself and your colleagues in the telephone
exchange for the splendid service you have provided during
my stay in Ganges, and for so long before.

I know very well that there sre few busier
places in Ganges at the pesk hours than the switchboard, and
vet you have g1l maintained a standard ef which you can be
proud.

I understand that it will not be so very long
before you retire, and when that time comes I would like teo
wish a long and happy time to beth your wife and yourself,
in which to enjoy the leisure you have so well earned,

Thank you again,

Mr, F.C.Clarke, Commandexr =
Ivredene, Royal Wavy
Astusrv Crescent.
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   Albert Edwin Clarke
Born on 16th September 1899 at 10.30pm 

(one of twins) in Battery cottages Shotley 

to Ethelbert and Ellen Clarke nee Whinney 

7th or 8th of eleven children 

He served in the Suffolk regiment

Married to Daisy Page
She died in 1951 and is buried in Shotley church yard.
They had no children

He lived in Shotley behind the garage the house name was Boyton.

He died on 31st July 1981 aged 81 and is buried in Shotley churchyard
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Albert as Goal keeper of the Shotley Swifts                    Albert
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Daisy Page Albert’s wife
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Albert,at the back second from the left in Jamaica
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Ethelbert Clarke 
Born in 1890 in Shotley Suffolk, third son of Ethelbert and Ellen Clarke nee Whinney

He worked in Ganges a naval training establishment at Shotley Gate in the office as a clerk held a high position.

His hobby was sailing and he had his own boat “the stolen kiss” he sailed in many races and belonged to the Harwich and Dovercourt yacht club

Married Lilian Gildersleeves in 1913

They had 8 children

Alec 1914 – 1989

Theodore 1916-1916

Frank 1917 – 1973
Yvonne 1919 – 2007

Joan M 1922 -1922

Geoffrey 1925 – 1961

Betty 1928 –

Sydney 1933 - 2009

They lived in the Clarke family home in Caledonia road Shotley Gate where they celebrated their Diamond wedding anniversary and had a telegram from the Queen
He died on the 1st December 1977 with Lil passing way a day later in a different hospital
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Bert and Lil at Shotley Gate      Bert and Lil on their 

                                                   Diamond wedding anniversary
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Charlie Tyler, Fred Clarke, Albert Clarke and Ethelbert Clarke celebrating after a bowls win.
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Ethelbert as part of the Shotley Swifts football team c1911
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Ethelbert centre row far right with his brothers Albert goalkeeper and Fred front row far left
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Shotley and Erwarton Home guard Ethelbert sitting on a chair second from the right and Frederick sitting on the ground 7th from the right
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James Clarke
Born 31st July 1886 in Harwich 1st child of Ethelbert and Ellen Clarke nee Whinney

In 1901 he was a boatman going to sea

And in 1911 he was a fisherman

He never married 

In 1914 he joined the 2nd Battalion, Suffolk regiment, he was private 15229

He was killed in action on Sunday 26th September 1915 aged 29

His memorial is on the Menin gate at Ypres in Belgium
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James centre in the Shotley Swifts football team c1911
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[image: image43.jpg]Lo ! neither wealth, honour, nor riches
Could wean his heart;

Steadfast and true to his comrades,
Yes! faithful indeed to the last.

The midnight star shines on his grave,
Of one, whom all loved, but could not save ;
For each and for all, he did his best, G
Merciful Jesus| Grant him eternal rest. '

Hor Ring & onntrp

In Zoving Ulemory
PriVATE J. CLARKE.

(JTM)

WHO WAS

KILLED IN ACTION ON SEPTEMBER 26TH, 1815,
AT HOOGE, YPRES, IN BELGIUM.

AGED 29 YEARS.
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Private

James Clarke

15229, 2nd Bn., Suffolk Regiment who died on 26 September 1915 Age 29

Son of Mr. and Mrs. E. Clarke, of New Estate, Shotley, Ipswich.

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Charles Clarke

Born 31st May 1888 in Harwich 2nd child of Ethelbert and Ellen Clarke nee Whinney.

He Married Frances Roundacre in 1909
They had 6 children

William 1910-
Ruby

Irene

Jim

Fred

Peggy

In the census of 1911 he was not living at home

He died in 1926 in Melton hospital

[image: image46]
Frances Clarke (centre) wife of Charles with 6 of their 7 children.
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Frank Clarke

Born in 1894 in Shotley 5th child of Ethelbert and Ellen Clarke nee Whinney

In the 1911 census he worked as a general labourer

In 1914 he joined the 7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. He was Corporal 12385

He was killed in action on Wednesday 13th October 1915 aged 21 years

His name is on the Loos memorial Pas de Calais, France
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Frank in uniform
Ethelbert Clarke 
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Born on 23rd September 1862
 at Shotley to James and
 Catherine Clarke nee Simpson
He was the second of two children

He attended Shotley primary school

In the 1881 census his occupation is farm labourer
He was not on the census of 1891 but in 1901 it is reordered that he was a boatman with his own account, so we assume he was at sea in 1891.

He had a smallholding at Shotley Gate and was a master pig keeper; he attended Ipswich market every Tuesday

On 24th December 1885 aged 23 he married Ellen Whinney also of Shotley at Shotley Church 

They had eleven children all who survived to adulthood



James

1886-1915



Charles
1888-1926


Ethelbert
1890-1977



Nellie

1893-?


Frank

1894-1915



Grace

1897-1969


Albert Edwin
1899-1981

Frederick Arthur
1899-1983

Maud Alexandra
1903-1996

John Henry

1906-1926

Ivy

1911-1993

They were living in Harwich early on in their marriage but moved back to Shotley before 1890. They lived in Battery cottages Shotley Gate before moving to Caledonia road Shotley Gate

On 22nd April 1925 after reportedly getting involved in smuggling and not wanting to involve his family he hanged himself on his small holding.

A jury found that he hanged himself while of unsound mind.

He is buried in the family grave in Shotley Church.
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Corporal

Frank Clarke

12385, 7th Bn., Suffolk Regiment who died on 13 October 1915 Age 21

Son of Mr. and Mrs. E. Clarke, of New Estate, Shotley, Ipswich. One of six brothers, all of whom served.

Remembered with Honour
Loos Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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[image: image52.jpg]We yearn for the clasp of a vanished hand,
And the sound of a voice that is still.

For King and Country: His duty was clear,
He sacrificed all that life held dear,
Three noble words, now immortals his name—
“Killed in action,”
Our loss, alas, but Heavens gain.

Fror Ring & Countrp

In Joving Wemory

COREORAL F. CLARKE

(FRANK.)
WHO WAS

KILLED IN ACTION ON OCTOBER 13TH, 1915,
NEAR Loos, IN FRANCE.

AGep 21 YEARS.
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Ellen Clarke nee Whinney



Ethelbert 

Ethelbert Clarke and Ellen nee Whinney the parents of the Clarke boys
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Taken on Armistice day outside the Clarke house Caledonia road Shotley
 Ellen Clarke sitting centre with youngest daughters Ivy holding her mother’s hand and Maud stood behind her sister. 
