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Early Life & Education 

 

George William Loosley was born in October 1876 to George Thomas Patchin 

Loosley (a house decorator) and Clara, they lived at 143 Tavistock Crescent 

Kensington. 

 

1881 Census 

 
 

George was educated at St. Andrews School Southam Street North Kensington 

London and then at St Luke's School North Kensington  

 

  

 

 

George Loosley (X) at St. Andrews School Southam Street North Kensington 
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Certificate of Merit presented to George Loosley 24th February 1887 aged 10. 

 

 

Parents 

 

  
Father : George Thomas Patchin Loosley 

born 1850 died March 1917 

Mother: Clara Sully 

born 1858 died Feb 1917 
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Marriage 
 

George married Lucy Ann Cooper of 75 Swinbrook Road Kensington on Tuesday 

24th May 1904 at 3.30pm at the Kensington Register Office London. 

 

 

 
 

 

  
George William Loosley Lucy Ann Cooper 
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Family 

 

George & Lucy had three children: 

 

Ernest   Born  7th April 1904   Died  17th September 1988 

Connie  Born  2nd September 1905  Died  6th June 2000 

Ella   Born  26th November 1906  Died  29th January 1995 

 

The 1911 census shows that George and his family lived in two rooms at 75 

Swinbrook Road West Kensington London. Lucy’s parents Stephen William & Jane 

Maria Cooper occupied another room at the same address. Later, possibly during 

WW1 the family moved in with George’s parents, George Thomas & Clara Loosley 

who during 1911 lived at 2 Swinbrook Road before moving to 8 Raddington Road 

Kensington West London. 

 

 
 

  
Ernest, Connie & Ella at 

75 Swinbrook Road 

Kensington West 

The sole original house  

remaining on Swinbrook Rd. 
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Swinbrook Road Kensington London – Now & Then 

 

  

2017 1895 

 

Not much is left of Swinbrook Road (highlighted above) compared to 1895. 

 

 

  
 

8 Raddington Road 

Kensington West London, where the family lived 

during WW1 

 

Photo taken in 1916 of from left to right: 

Connie aged 11 

Ernest aged 12 

Ella aged 10 
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Employment 
 

George worked as a builder’s labourer and was the President of the United Builders 

Labourers Union – Shamrock Branch (1914) 

  
 

 

 
 

 

United Builders Labourers Union. 
 

Lockout in London 

 

Published: 25 January 1914 

 

A lockout in the London building trade commenced at noon today. The number of men 

leaving work is estimated to be 30,000 but the lockout is expected to affect 150,000 

men. 

 

The men have agreed to present themselves formally for work on Monday but only those 

who sign the employers' terms will be allowed to work. The unions involved in the 

lockout include, carpenters, bricklayers, plasterers, stonemasons and labourers. The root 

cause of the upheaval is an unwillingness to sign the master’s agreements not to strike 

against the employment of non-unionists under a penalty of 20s. Both sides have 

assumed a firm and unyielding attitude and by tomorrow the entire building industry in 

London could be at a standstill. 

 

Further friction is expected by the transport industry striking in sympathy by refusing to 
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handle material for the builders involved. The London coal porters strike is also 

continuing, causing disruption to many householders. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Loosley (2nd row from back, 5th from left) Paddington Branch 1912 

 

 

 
 

Badge of the United Builders Labourers 

Union. (this badge can be seen being 

worn by George in many of his pictures) 
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Conscription 

 

Conscription began when the British government passed the Military Service Act in 

January 1916. The act specified that single men aged 18 to 40 years old were liable to 

be called up for military service unless they were widowed with children or ministers 

of a religion. In April 1917 conscription was extended to include married men and as 

a result George was conscripted for military service at some point in 1916 at the 40. 

 

 

Training for War 
 

Unfortunately, all the service records for soldiers who were killed in WW1 were 

irretrievably damaged or lost completely as a result of enemy bombing in 1940 during 

the Second World War, so very little is known regarding George’s training for 

military service other than he trained at Bovingdon in Dorset and Cliptone Camp in 

Nottinghamshire. 
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Rifle Brigade 

 
With the vast majority of soldier’s records were lost due to bombing during WW2, 

it’s therefore unknown when George enlisted. What is known however is that George 

was briefly with the Rifle Brigade before being trained as a machine gunner in 

readiness for the Machine Gun Corps. 

 

 
G.W Loosley 2nd row, 3rd from left and below when attached to the Rifle Brigade.  

His service number was S/28671 

 

 

 

George Loosley’s cap badge of the  

Rifle Brigrade 

 

  



12 

 

  

 

 

Bovingdon Camp Dorset  

17th November 1916 

 

Training camp of the Machine Gun Corps 
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Writing a Will 
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Off to War 

 

Now attached to the 183rd Machine Gun Corps George left England for France in 

April 1917 and travelled from Folkestone to Boulogne.  

 

Movements of the 183rd Machine Gun Corps from May to August 1917 

 

1. 17th May  Germaine to Curchy  

2. 18th May  Curchy to Coisy 

3. 21st May  Coisy to Beauval 

4. 23rd May  Beauval to Grand Roullecourt 

5. 24th May  Grand Roullecourt to Dainville 

6. 1st June   Dainville to Tilloy 

7. 10th June  Tilloy to Simencourt 

8. 22nd June  Simencourt to Neulette 

9. 24th July  Neulette to Ecoivres 

10. 25th July  Ecoivres to Petit Houvin 

11. 26th July  Petit Houvin to Zeggers Cappel 

12. 15th August  Zeggers Cappel to Poperinghe 

13. 16th August  Poperinghe  to Ypres (Goldfish Chateau) 

14. 19th August  Goldfish Chateau to Pommern Redoubt & Bank Farm  
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Letters and Postcards Sent Back Home from France 

& Belgium 

 

Post card sent whilst travelling to France.  

 

Written at Folkestone while waiting to cross the English Channel to Boulogne April 

1917. 
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Possibly written around Dainville France 

 

Private G. Loosley 

183 Machine Gun Company 

       B.E.F 

       France 

 

My Dear Wife 

 

 This letter which you will see by the envelope is supposed to be of a domestic 

nature only, so I suppose I must keep to that as far as possible. As you know it 

was at the eleventh hour, or the very last moment that it was decided that I should go 

to France with draft from Clipstone camp and I left on that night in April and came 

through London when most people were asleep, so near and yet so far from home, 

you can guess how the thoughts of home flashed through my mind during that time, of 

my passage across the English Channel, and my travels through France sometimes 

many miles by train, and motor lorry and sometimes many weary miles on the march 

in boiling hot weather, and my experiences, I must reserve until we meet. I need 

hardly tell you that the loss of my freedom, which I have always prized so much, was 

a blow for me but I have so far been able to pull through, and keep a clean sheet, by 

the thoughts of home, where I am hoping to be again someday, but while hoping for a 

speedy and safe return. I do not blind myself to the fact, it is possible to be unlucky, 

because I say that I do not think I am in any way gloomy or doubtful and I only want 

you to look forward for my homecoming be it soon or long but in this letter I ought to 

say first of all, if anything should happen, I want you to promise to be as brave as you 

have been up to know and then do as follows, watch is to be given to the boy when he 

is old enough, also what books I have when he can understand how to read them when 

of course that he will hold the same opinions that I have held, and still hold even 

stronger than formerly. I might say that any experience have strengthened my 

opinions, that wooden writing case which I think is mine would be for Connie, and for 

little Ella you would find something in remembrance as I forgot with the exception of 

those things I have mentioned, if there is anything more that I can actually say is mine 

anything more of course you are lord and master over. Now there is something else, 

someday our girls will be reaching womanhood, and although you perhaps do not 

know so much of the world as I you know sufficient to understand the many 

temptations that lie in the road of girl, so in my opinion it is necessary to put modesty 

to one side for the time being, and point out to them the dangers that lie in the road, I 

know you will always, while they are under your control bring them up as you were 

brought up, and I have every reason to believe that they will be a credit to you.  I 

am just looking at their photo’s god bless them how I wish we were having a cuddle 

in the old style. As for the boy, when he gets a bit older I think he will begin to 

know what things are, do not think the advice I am giving you is silly, it is quite 

necessary, and advice I shall give them if spared, by the way I think it is time 

something was done about the boys future, and if you can I should sound Mr Mac 

Kay getting him in the engineering line, there is no doubt that he will advise or assist 

you. Next year the fella will be fourteen, and I suppose fancying himself a bit of a 

man, and how the time will soon pass when he will be able to call himself one, and it 

is my desire to see him start life well. Now once again do not think that I am doubtful 

about coming back to you again, because I feel sure I shall, but accidents will happen 
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in this hell out here, where by the way there are other things to fight besides the 

Germans, there are rats and lice although I am not troubled with the rats in the place 

where I am at present, our first station in France was full of them, and at night it was 

just a bit of sport routing them out, I think they are more daring than the Germans, at 

least, it made me think so when climbed up my rifle which was hanging over my 

head, and eat my iron rations, while I was looking at him, these rations are given to us 

to eat if we get in a hot corner, and cannot get food brought up, so I had to get some 

more rations, as for lice, well, we have a daily shafe with our shirts off, it is a 

common sight out here to see tommy routing these things out which are worse than 

the rats, so you see it is not quite a picnic. In your letter of the 1st of July, I have been 

very lucky up to now to keep clear of the German bullets, but managed to get near 

enough one night to make things unpleasant. For mention of the new company I am 

in, may mean going into the firing line, well perhaps so, but that is likely to happen in 

any company here, and after all, I don’t suppose they have been training me as a 

Machine Gunner for the fun of the thing. It is possible that I may get moved to 

another company, but one never knows what is going to happen out here, of course I 

know you cannot help worrying, that is natural, I suppose I also worry a bit, and a 

sound night sleep I have not had since I have been out here any how we all hope it 

will soon be over. I was not asking you to get my watch, what I meant was do not 

lose it.  I know things are bad at home, and no doubt you have a job to make ends 

meet so in one way it is a good job I am not at home as it would mean another one to 

keep, and you are going to hit me, aren’t you, what a threat I almost shiver at the 

thought of the terrible blow. I will just tell you off in French when I get home, and 

you won’t no what I am saying, so there, and have you forgot what my voice is like, 

well when I get home I expect you will see a difference, but not for the worse I hope. 

I believe I have got thinner, and do not feel quite so well as I was when I first came 

out here but one must expect that. I suppose on the whole I am not wearing bad and so 

far as outside appearances are concerned I shall look much about the same I hope.

 This place where I am now stationed, is a nice country place and I am writing 

this letter to you in the gardens of a beautiful French Chateau, where we are taking a 

rest, we are generally done by dinner time and have the rest of the day to ourselves, 

but I expect we shall have to make up for it, as it is rumoured that we are about to 

move, and have two or three weeks march in front of us I suppose, we are in for some 

fun, but do not worry, as this company is a lucky one, and has had very few casualties 

up to now. If we move I may not get your letters for a week or two but they will 

follow me on.   

 I have written two letters to Phil but they have not answered them, will you 

give them both my regards, also Mr Smith when you see them. Give my regards 

to your sister and her husband and tell Violet her charm is hanging round my neck for 

luck where old fritzy will find it if he gets me before I do him. Now ducks once 

again do not worry no more than you can help and be brave I promise you I will keep 

my head down low and look after myself so much as I can, although a bit out of 

soughts at present I am quite cheerful, and not a bit nervy. So let us both think only of 

meeting again, and I feel sure we shall, kiss the girls for me tell them I am all right, 

and tell Ernest to be a good boy. 

I shall now conclude with my fondest love to you your affectionate Husband              

  

Au Revoir George 
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Sunday June 10th (1917)                          Private G. Loosley 84611 

                                                               168 Machine Gun Company 

                                                                 6th Corps Depot 

                                                                  B.E.F France 

Dear Miss Crompton 

 

 I received the chocolate you kindly sent me yesterday I thank you very much 

for the gift that I much enjoyed. It does seem to me so very long since I left home and 

yet the time seems to have passed along quickly I suppose I have seen so much since I 

have been here that it has helped time along. Anyhow what I have experienced so far 

has certainly provided food for reflection. I need hardly say how I long to be at 

home once more.  I am pleased to hear from you that my wife keeps well, I was 

afraid that my leaving home would lead to a breakdown of her health, especially as 

she had so much trouble at the beginning of the year. I much appreciate your opinions 

of my wife who I need hardly say, has been the best of wives to me and I long to be at 

home with her again, so that we can go on our life’s journey together again, without I 

hope any further interruptions. I am very pleased that my two daughters are getting on 

so well with swimming it is good for them. I am a great believer in physical exercise.

 I would like to see my children grow up physically and mentally perfect but of 

course there are many things that prevent that in most families. I have heard my 

wife talk of you often and should be pleased to meet you some day, when this tragedy 

is over. I am in perfect health myself and at present quite safe but expect to be up to 

my neck in business shortly.  

 

Again thank you for the present and good wishes 

 

                        I am sincerely yours.         G. Loosley 
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Postcards from France & Belgium 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                            

 

  

 

 
 

Going by the address and the way its written 

its likely that this card was sent to his mother. 
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Movements of the 183rd Machine Gun Corps 

15 August - 17th August 1917 
 

 
 

15th August 1917 - Company left Zeggars Cappel area at 5.40am & entrained at 

Esquelbecq at 6.20am. Detrained at Popoeringhe at 12 noon & arrived in camp, ½ 

mile S.E of Poperinghe 1-10pm 

 

16th August 1917 - Left Poperinghe area at 9-15am and arrived in camp (Goldfish 

Chateau) Ypres N. at 11.40am. Route Poperinghe Station, Vlamertinghe 

 

17th August 1917 - Preparing to go into the line 
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Possibly written either at Poperinghe or Goldfish Chateau Ypres, Belgium. 

 

My dear Wife 

 

 A Corporal in my company is coming to England on leave, and he will either 

post this letter in England or he may bring it to you he lives at Hampton near 

Hampton Court and is going to Kensington to see a friend, for most of our letters we 

have to be very careful what we write, as the letters are censored by our Officers, and 

they return them to us if they do not suit the wishes of their Lordships. Now I must 

tell you that life out here is a dog’s life, and men are treated like a lot of sheep, one 

gets messed about so much at times that it makes our blood boil to have to put up with 

it. I have been lucky enough to keep out of the line so far but of course we never 

know when we may go in.  I am on the left of Ypres and near the Belgium frontier 

at present. We are generally billeted in farmyards and the farms out here are dirty 

holes, and the French people I have met so far are far from being hospitable as one 

would expect nearly everybody out here is fed up with the war, and will be pleased 

when it is all over, especially myself and I would see that they did not have me again, 

as one is not treated like a man. You just have to grin and bear it. I was very well 

when I first landed in France. I landed at Boulogne, but do not think I am as strong as 

I was. I think the life out here has not done me much good although the food has not 

been so bad but we have to sleep in all sorts of places that are not fit for pigs for the 

first two months I slept out but it is getting too damp at night for that now, unless one 

is in the trenches then of course you are out all the time. The guns have been going 

out here like hell lately, but as I say I have been lucky enough to be out of range. I 

am hoping that something happens before the winter, as I do not fancy a winter here, 

it must be hellish. I have been to many billets while I have been in France, 

sometimes hours in the train sometimes in motor lorries, sometimes we have to march 

a good distance, loaded up like a horse we never know when we are going to shift, we 

get the order all at once, and travel as a rule by night as I told you in my letters I have 

a very bad cold, and would have gone sick, but would have had to march about 3 

miles to see a doctor and carry a full pack with you, so I just put up with it but pleased 

to say I am getting all right again. Now my dear I have told you more perhaps than I 

should have done, but you have no need to worry, all the while I know things are well 

at home.  

I will try my best to put up with things out here as well as I can. When I come 

home again to civil life I intend to enjoy my freedom to the full and you will have to 

nurse me up for a day or two, won’t mind being my nurse will you I shall never want 

to leave home again after this we will just live together for one other. 

 In losing our parents it was a great blow to us but we shall be happy together 

again as I think we always have been especially if the children stop with us although I 

expect they may want to go someday, but I should like things to stop with you always, 

and now Ducks, we will trust for the best look after yourself the children and the 

home, and I will look after myself while I am out here, kiss the children for me, tell 

them Dad will not be long before he is home, what a meeting it will be. Out of the 

army as soon as I can, and the next army I join will be Salvation Army.  

 

Now I must conclude with the fondest love to you and the children -   George 
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Goldfish Chateau Ypres. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Goldfish Chateau was destroyed in 1920 along with an adjacent ammunition dump.
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Probably written at Goldfish Chateau 

 

Tuesday Aug 14 (1917)                                                    Private G. Loosley 

                                                                                          183 Machine Gun Company 

My Dear Wife                                                                   B.E.F France 

  

A few lines to let you know that up to now I am quite well and safe. The weather here 

is now much better than it has been and on the whole things are not too bad.

 Time out here on one hand seems to pass quite quickly yet, again it seems ages 

since I left England and long ago since I took off my civilian cloths I expect it will 

seem strange to me when I put on those clothes again, as is it did when I put on my 

first suit of khaki. You know I shall not be sorry and to get back in my home again 

with you and the children will be one of the greatest joys of my life. I am looking 

forward to that time and I do not think it is that far away as some imagine anyway let 

us hope not, and in the meantime I will do my best to carry on I hope you are not 

worrying about me too much, as there is no need to, in two months’ time I shall have 

reached my forty first birthday, and like Charley’s Aunt I am still running. I hope we 

shall have many years yet to spend together, and I know they will be happy ones. I am 

pleased the children keep well, just cheer than up, I wonder what my first meeting of 

them will be like, I can guess, by the way do they still take swimming lessons and is 

Ernest getting on well at school, you must tell him he must pick up all the knowledge 

he can the little time he has left for schooling. Now I want you to send me out the two 

latest issues of the Herald the news agent will get them for you if he does not stock it 

also two pocket handkerchiefs, not white ones. That is all. The last letter I received 

from you is the one you wrote on the 5th of August, if you have written since they 

must have gone astray, are you still getting your money all right, as I have been asked 

about the allotment I make and who I make it to, also your name and address, as I am 

wondering if you have had any trouble in getting your money lately let me know, also 

has Wise settled up with you yet I am on the move again and expect to be in the line 

in a few days from now. But do not worry I shall be quite all right. Give my regards to 

your sister and her husband, also Mr & Mrs Harvey. I hope Connie had a good time 

with her aunt give my regards to aunt and Phil. Also to Mr Smith if you see him.  

I hope you are well pray for me as I will for you all, all will come right in the end.  

 

This is all I have to say at present so shall conclude with fond love to you and 

the children.        

 

Au Revoir     Yours Ever George. 



28 

 

 

 

(no date) 

 I received the very welcome letter you wrote on Sunday 12th (August) and 

pleased to hear that the young man you refer to called upon you. Since sending my 

last letter to you I have moved again some considerable distance and am somewhere 

in XXXXXXX (censored) and beginning to realise what war means, am expecting to 

go into the line any time now but I am not a bit nervy, and at present I am quite well. I 

have it in my mind that I shall see you all again soon, hope it will be the case. Pleased 

Connie had a good time at aunts, and no doubt my Lord will also enjoy himself I 

expect he would like to be out here, where he would see plenty to engage his 

attention. You need not send me any more writing material at present, as I have 

enough to last me for some time. Now my dear wife, this is likely the last letter you 

will receive from me before I go into the line, as I am right close to it now, and am 

waiting orders to move, as it may only be a question of a few hours. But I want you to 

be brave and cheer up, and whatever happens look after yourself and the children then 

you will be doing your bit. Kiss my little Connie and Ella for me, and tell Ernest it is 

my wish that he always to be a good lad to you as I believe he will be, give my 

regards to Kate and Phil, also to Mr & Mrs Harvey, your sister and George. Now 

again cheer up I am all right and quite ready and able to play my part like a man must 

now conclude with my fondest love to you and the children 

 

Yours Ever George 
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Sunday Aug 19 (1917)    Private G. Loosley 84611 

       183 Machine Gun Company 

       B.E.F France 

My Dear Wife 

 This is Sunday and a beautiful day although one does not know one day from 

the other out here, in fact sometimes I forget what day it is. Now first of all I am very 

neat the line and waiting for my turn to go in. Where I am one sees war in its very 

intensity whole villages and towns are blown down and in some places there is not a 

tree standing. The roads are crowded with marching troops, Large guns of all 

descriptions, Motor Lorries, and of course the usual red cross cars bringing down the 

wounded, besides the trains which are loaded, it is a sight to see or lads coming out of 

the line, many of them asleep on their horses and caked in mud they look rough but 

not so rough as some of the German prisoners that are continually being brought 

down, they look fed up and knocked up. Sleep is almost out of the question here, as 

the guns are continually banging away day and night, and fights in the air is the order 

of the day. The whole thing is highly exciting if it was not so horrible. Now although 

waiting my turn to do my bit, I am not a bit afraid, and believe I shall see you all 

again so do not worry as I shall not be in the line long as they soon relieve us, and out 

here our company has been very lucky, although things are hellish hot in this front, 

but as I say I believe I shall be all right, and will look after myself as well as I can but 

if anything should happen, I want you to be brave, and just carry on and look after 

yourself and our children. I am pleased my friend called upon you and that you gave 

him some tea he found us today and I felt much more contented when I heard from his 

lips that both you and are children are well he also gave me the box of Greys and 

writing material you sent. I am in good health at present having got rid of my cold 

which gave me a shaking up, pleased the children are well, very pleased that you have 

bought yourself a ring and hope it was a good one, it is what I should have bought you 

long ago, as you say it will be a meeting when we all meet again, as I hope we shall 

never part no more on this earth I know I shall want to stick to my home. I have seen 

as much of the world as I want to. So you saw Maggie I suppose she was surprised to 

hear that I was out here, is her husband still away. I do not mind you giving her my 

address she may write if she likes, in fact I am letting anybody write to me. Now my 

darling wife cheer up give my regards to your sister and George also Mr & Mrs 

Harvey I suppose the old neighbourhood looks just the same how I long to see it. I 

shall now conclude my letter with my fondest love to you and our children 

  

Au Revoir until we meet 

 

p.s (if I want anything I will let you know)   George 
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Sunday August 19th (1917) 

 

My dear little Connie 

 

 Pleased to fear that you are well, as I am glad to say it leaves me at present 

glad you had a good time at Aunts. Thank you for the little donkey charm you sent me 

I shall hang it with Violets which is round my neck no doubt it will bring me luck, 

because a good little girl like you wishes it, so I shall wear it all the time whether 

fighting or playing. I hope you are getting on well at school, and Mum tells me you 

want a piano well I will see    when I come home. This all at present 

 

Lots of kisses from Dad 
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Sunday August 19th (1917) 

 

My dear little Ella 

 

 Pleased to say that I am quite well. I will forgive you for not writing before 

expect you have been busy. Sorry you did not gain your scholarship but never mind I 

know you did your best. Pleased you had a nice time at Aunt Kate's, it was a bad job it 

was so wet. Thank you for the little dog you sent me, I like his little tail it almost 

makes me wag mine. Mum tells me that you all want a piano; well we see when I 

come home what can be done about it pleased to hear that you are quite well and hope 

you will be a good girl to mum. 

 

Lots of kisses from Dad who will come home to see you some day 

            

Dad 
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Probably written at Pommern Redoubt on 20th August 

 

My dear darling Wife 

 

 This letters written before going into action. Although hoping for the best, one 

never knows what is going to happen in this hell out here hence this little letter to you. 

If I should not return to you I am going to ask you to be brave and to look after the 

children, which I know you will do. Kiss them for me and tell them in remembrance 

of me, they must always be good to you. If at any time I have ever done anything 

that has caused you pain forgive me, although perhaps at times I was seemingly 

thoughtless I have always loved you and have never regretted the first day I met you, 

my last thoughts are of you and our children. 

 

Your ever Loving Husband 

  

my best wishes for Ernest 

 

XXXXXX for you XXXXXX for Connie XXXXXX for Ella 

 

George 
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Battle in the Region of Bank Farm 

19th – 22nd August 1917 

 

The 183rd Machine Gun Corps were attached to the 61st Division. 

 

One of the objective of this phase of the battle was to take Pond Farm, as part of the 

3rd Battle of Ypres or otherwise known as Passchendaele. 
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Location of Bank Farm and direction of attack shown on the trench map. 
 

 

 

 

Excerpt from the War Diary of the 183rd Machine Gun Corps 

 

19th August 1917 Enemy shelled vicinity of Bank Farm 4am – 8pm. 3 casualties enemy shell 

brigade section 

 

The assumption is that George was part of was part of the section that left Goldfish Chateau to 

relieve 107 Machine Gun Corps in the line at Bank Farm on the 19th August 1917. According to 

the War Diary, Bank Farm was shelled between 4am to 8am on the morning of 20th August when 

it is believed George was killed during this barage along with Harry Kircsh. 
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Written 30th August while resting at Vlamertinghe Belgium. 

 

Dear Mrs Loosley         30-8-17 

  

I am sorry indeed to have to convey to you, what you perhaps have already heard, the 

sad news of the death of your Husband. He was killed on Aug 20th while with me on 

a working party. Although he had never been in the line with me before he was a 

cheerful willing v intelligent soldier & I valued him very much indeed. He was killed 

along with his friend Pt. H. Kirsch and neither suffered any pain. As his officer 

allow me to express my deep sympathy with you and children in your great loss. Your 

husband died as a soldier doing his duty. 

 

Believe me  

 

Yours very sincerely 

 

Edger ? 

 

183 

B.E.F 
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Letters from Howard Myland 

 

Written 1st September while resting at Vlamertinghe Belgium. 

 

87211 H. Myland 

        183 Co. M.G.C 

        3 Section 1/9/17 

        Somewhere in (censored) 

Dear Madam 

  

I hope you will excuse my writing to you, but I just feel constrained to send 

you a few lines. I was a friend of your late husband practically all the time he was out 

here. We came on the same draft from Clipstone. I was with him as we moved from 

place to place in France and as a consequence of this association I came to respect 

him very highly. We had a talk together from time to time, and I soon discovered that 

his views about many things were very like mine. His favourite topic was the work he 

hoped to do for his fellow workers when the war was ended, and what steps would be 

best in order that his comrade’s lives be made better and happier. 

 It was while working for his comrade’s safety that he made his death, and of 

him it can be truly said that he gave his life to save others. He won the respect of all 

who knew him for his straightforward life and willingness to act a comrade’s part, we 

could ill afford to lose a man of his character. I am writing this letter because I 

was so well known to him, and also because I was working only a few yards from him 

when the end came. If it is any satisfaction to you to know it I may say that his end 

was quite free from all pain, and when I reached his side he lay as if quite peacefully 

asleep, with no disfigurement at all, he might have been quietly resting. I know no 

words of mine can be of any help to you in your great trial, but I am led to hope that 

you will be comforted in some small measure, small indeed I know, in the thought 

that his work was not in vain. 

 When the war is over, if god spares me to return, I will come to London and 

see you if you would care for me to. My wife’s address is at 2 Solby Road 

Basingstoke Hants, should you change your address & desire me to call please let my 

wife know your change of address. 

  

Hoping that you may find some comfort in this sad hour, dark indeed as it is. 

     

I remain  

 

Yours truly 

     

H. Myland 

 



37 

 

Written at Simencourt France 

 

 

         87211 H Myland 

         183 Co. 

         23/9/17 

Dear Madam 

 I am very sorry not to have written sooner, but for various reasons I have not 

had an opportunity until now. I am sure George was all you say, and I found him a 

man who called be relied on to do his duty always, although no one wished to be 

home again more than he did. As you wish me to do so I will say how he met his end. 

A party of us had to go out one night to dig some trenches to put our guns in, and 

while he was engaged in his duty a shell pitched quite close to him and although he 

was not struck by it the concussion killed him. He did not suffer any pain being killed 

instantly. I was working only a few yards from him, and was the first to get to him 

after the shell burst, another man was working at the same spot, but we could not find 

him afterwards. 

 I am sure you have had a very trying year this year your husband told me of 

the bereavements you have had, it seems very hard to bear I am sure. I hope you 

and your children may be spared to grow up and be some help to you in the days to 

come. 

 I have got 3 tiny children, and I like to think of them as being company for my 

wife and a means whereby she has something to keep her mind engaged while I am 

away from home.  I pray that god may help you in this terrible experience, and 

give you some comfort in this trying time. All that we can do is to trust the future to 

His care and providence. Hoping that the little that I am able to tell you may be of 

some help. 

 

I remain 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Howard Myland 
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Obituaries 
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Letters to the front 

 

The assumption is that the following letters from Connie & Ella were never sent as 

new had arrived of George’s death. 

 

 

 

Dear Dady 

  

Just a line to let you know I am quite well. I went to my aunt Kate's for one week on the 

holiday Monday we was going to Purley but the trains was so full that we went to Tooting and 

had Tea. On Wednesday I had a tea party and I had seven little girls in to tea with me. 

Ernie has gone to Aunt Kate's this week. I am sending you a lucky donkey. Will you put my little 

donkey with Violets lucky shoe. Hoping it will bring luck where ever you go.  Next week is 

the last week of our holidays. One week of our holidays was wet and of course it made the time 

go quick. I hope this letter will find you quite well as it leaves me at present I must now close 

hoping to hear from you soon with lots of love and best wishes hoping to see you again soon. 

                     

From your loving  

                            daughter 

                               Connie 

             XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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                                                                                                 8 Raddington 

         North Kensington 

         W10 

Dear Dady 

   

I hope you are well. I am sorry I have not written to you for a long time. I forgot to tell you 

I have missed the scholarship examination in composition. Dear Dady went to aunt Kate's to stay 

for a week but it was so wet that aunt Kate could not take me out no-where but she took me to 

Brixton and to the pictures and let me have a party with 7 little girls in to tea with me and two big 

ones came after when I came home. 

Bought a tea pot for Connie and aunt Kate bought Ernie a pocket book and Mummy two shells so 

I had a nice time. Thank you for the post card you sent me. Dear Dady Ernie can-not write to you 

because he is down aunt Kate's. Dear Dady you will find Tugs photo where he keeps wagging his 

tale I’ve sent him down to take care of you and bring you home safe. 

From your 

loving  

Daughter  

Ella 

Good night and god 

Bless you 

Ella 
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Remembrance  
 

George Loosley does not have a grave but is remembered on the wall at the Tyne Cot 

Cemetery (Panel 157 Tynecotstraat, 8980 Zonnebeke Belgium). 

 

Tyne Cot Cemetery 
 

 

 

 

G.W Loosley inscribed on Panel 157 at the Tyne Cot Cemetary. 
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Why does George not have a grave? 
 

It is unusual to be in possession of both dog tags let alone one from a soldier who has 

died. The British Army requirement was to wear two official tags, both made of 

compressed fibre (more comfortable to wear in hot climates) and carrying identical 

details. These were again stamped a letter at a time.  The two tags required stringing 

in a particular way. An eight-sided green tag with two holes was strung through one 

hole and hung around the neck. Through the second hole another much shorter cord 

was strung, which had a round red tag on it. This method allowed the red tag to be 

retrieved simply by cutting its short string, leaving the green tag still in place on the 

body. It meant that others subsequently finding a body with only a green tag would 

know that the death was already being reported. They could use the details on the 

green tag to prepare a grave marker. 

 

 
 

 

In the case of George Loosley both dog 

tags were removed possibly by Howard 

Myland when he attended  the body as 

detailed in his letter (dated 1/9/1917). As 

both dog tags were removed 

identification would not have been 

possible when clearing the dead from the 

field at a later date, hence his name is on 

the wall at the Tyne Cot cemetery 

however if his body was recovered then 

he would have been buried with a 

headstone marked with the regiment and 

company details and inscribed ‘A Soldier 

of The Great War’ ‘Only Known Unto 

God’. 
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Commemorative Scroll 

In October 1917 it was announced in The Times newspaper that a commemorative 

scroll would be sent to the next of kin in addition to the bronze plaque. The scroll 

would be printed on high quality paper, size 11 x 7 inches (27cm x 17cm). 
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Campaign Medals of the Great War 
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British War Medal 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The silver or bronze medal was awarded to officers and men of the British and 

Imperial Forces who either entered a theatre of war or entered service overseas 

between 5th August 1914 and 11th November 1918 inclusive. 

The recipient's service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on the rim. 

 

The Allied Victory Medal 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It was decided that each of the allies should each issue their own bronze victory medal 

with a similar design, similar equivalent wording and identical ribbon. 

The British medal was designed by W. McMillan. The front depicts a winged 

classical figure representing victory. 

The recipient's service number, rank, name and unit was impressed on the rim. 
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Memorial Plaque 
 

Members of the committee were selected from the House of Commons, the House of 

Lords and some government departments. The Chairman of the committee was Sir 

Reginald Brade, MBE, JP. He was the Secretary of the War Office at the time. 

It was agreed that the memorial to be issued to the next of kin would be produced and 

paid for by the British Government in some form of metal plaque. It was agreed that it 

would take the form of a small bronze plaque. In August 1917 the committee set up a 

competition for anyone to enter who could put forward a suitable design for a bronze 

plaque to record the name of a fallen British or Dominion Forces serviceman or 

woman. The top few selected entries would be offered prizes of up to £500. The 

winner of the first prize winner would have their design cast in bronze and 

subsequently issued to the hundreds of thousands of families who had lost loved ones 

in the Navy and in the Army. At this time in 1917 the Royal Air Force had not yet 

been formed as a separate Service in the British military forces. From 1st April 1918 it 

would be formed as a separate Service. 
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Howard Myland (see pages 36 & 37) 

 

Born…. Died 3rd January 1918 

 

Howard Myland died 4 months later on the 3rd January 1918 along with four others 

whilst in billets at Marcelcave near Cerisy-Gailley France from ‘coal gas poisoning’ 

or better known now as carbon monoxide poisoning.  The group were trying to keep 

warm in the Company Orderly Room using what is known as a brazier, a metal drum 

with holes in it, used outdoors as a container for burning coal or charcoal, either for 

cooking or for warmth. The brazier clearly was in an area with insufficient 

ventilation; all five are buried at Cerisy-Gailly Miltary Cemetery, Somme, France. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Soldiers keeping warm around a brazier 
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Howard Myland’s grave at Cerisy-Gailly Miltary Cemetery, Somme, France 
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Marking the Centenary of George Loosley Death 

 
To mark the centenary of George’s death I visited Ypres. The trip was planned around 

being at Bank Farm between 6am & 8am on 21st August, the period where it is 

believed George was killed, followed by visiting the Tyne Cot Cemetery. 
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Menin Gate 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Last Post’ at the Menin Gate on the 

evening of 21st August 1917. 
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Bank Farm in 2017 
 

Bank Farm is situated close to Fortuinhoek, 7km to the north-east of Ypres. 

Co-ordinates (50.879648, 2,946263) 

 

 
 

Notice the unexploded shell leaning against the post waiting for removal. 
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